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"VE DIED AND GONE TO HEAVEN;” IS ALL | COULD THINK. TREES FLEW PAST
ina blur on either side of one of New Hampshire's forested back roads.
| looked past the classic wooden Nardiwheel, through a short
wraparound windshield and over the long, silver hood covering a
screaming 12-cylinder Maranello masterpiece reaching full song.
Six open stacks sticking air, chain-spun camshafts opening and closing
24 valves, hand-lapped transmission gears whining in harmony and
barely muffled exhausts howling—a virtuoso mechanical symphony.

And | was the conductor. Again.
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The cause of my sensory overload was a
one-of-a-kind Ferrari known officially as 250
GT Competizione Berlinetta, serial number
0425, now owned by Lee Herrington as part
of the Herrington Catalog Collection. Oddly,
[ had first come across this spectacular auto-
mobile nearly a half century before.

As a callow youth of 19, my mind was un-
encumbered by much intellectual diversity. I
was preoccupied with work (through luck
more than talent, I'd achieved a measure of
success as an actor), members of the oppo-
site sex and, of course, fast cars. | actually
owned a race car, a jewel-like Italian OSCA,
but for driving around on the Southern Cali-
fornia streets, I preferred the anonymity
provided by a Corvair sedan. That is, until
early in 1960. A friend called to say our pal
Jess Haines had just taken delivery on some
kind of old Ferrari show car.

Jess had “connections” in Europe
and imported some really interest-
ing cars, so I hopped in my
Corvair and headed to Long
Beach. As I arrived, he was
just finishing drying the most
strikingly beautiful road car
I had ever seen. Like Dudley

Moore, when he first caught ] < )) Vintage black-and-white
sight of Bo Derek in the mov= = by, 4 — : S photos show the 250 GT Com-
ie, 10, 1 was dumbstruck by R 74 petizione Berlinetta in its original
the perfection of this gleami ' =3 ’ configuration, with front and rear
silver Ferrari, a one-off ma  fi SO = bumpers and the chrome grille
four vears before by Pinin Fari§ J . surround. Without them, the way
for the Geneva Auto Salon. k. ; : current owner Lee Herrington re-
It was unmistakably the sin ceived 0425, the simple purity and
and muscular shape of a classi¢ elegance of Pinin Farina's coach-

de France Berlinetta, but somehow mores _ : igi work is revealed. Below, the heart
formal, with crisper rear fenderlines and ™ ' Sig 2 was reaching ma-  of 0425 and many other Ferraris, -
unique styling cues—frenched headlights turity at 3 liters. It had already replaced the  Gioacchino Colombo’s legendary:
and taillights, large chrome engine vents heavier Lampredi V-12 in Ferrari’s new 250  3-liter V-12, fed by three twin- -
behind the front wheels, a row of louvers GT Europa series. Batista “Pinin” Farina choke Weber carburetors.
tapering down the sail panels of its el- penned bodies for most of the Europas and, o
egant sloping roofline (copied slavishly at Ferrari’s bidding, began developing ideas
on 1960s’ Mustang fastbacks) and a dis- for a lighter, more Spartan coupe version,
tinctive chrome ring around its graceful one suitable for competition in the GT class,
if aggressive oval grille. It was a race car  but still comfortable enough for the road.
dressed for dinner. The Turin maestro produced seven one-off
The TdF, or Tour de France Berlinetta, prototypes, several of them derivative of his
so named for its virtual domination of that ~muscular 250 MM racing coupes, but three
grueling French endurance race beginning
in 1956, was Ferrari’s most successful GT
car ever. More so, even, than the vaunted
GTOs that followed. It couldn’t have come
at a better time for the Maranello com-
pany, which had been steamrolled on the
track in 1954 and 55 by the all-conquer-
ing Mercedes-Benz cars.
By 1956, however, Ferrari’s fortunes be-
gan to change. Obviously, Mercedes-Benz’s
withdrawal from Grand Prix and sports-pro-
totype racing was helpful, but other circum-
stances lined up in the Italian company’s
favor. Fangio led Ferrari’s Formula 1 team,
strengthened by inherited Lancia V-8 racers.
And, importantly, for the ever-more popu-
lar GT class, where 3-liter Mercedes-Benz

ROAD & TRACK












